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57 ABSTRACT

Apparatus, systems, and methods for providing high voltage
to memory devices are provided. One apparatus includes a
low voltage input and a two-rail level shifting. The two-rail
level shifting is configured to increase the low voltage or to
decrease the low voltage to an amount that is less than or equal
to a ground potential based on the amount of the low voltage.
A system includes a low voltage input for receiving a voltage
and a two-rail level shifting coupled to the low voltage input.
The two-rail level shifting is configured to increase the volt-
age to a positive voltage if the voltage is equal to a ground
potential and decrease the voltage to a negative voltage if the
voltage is greater than the ground potential. One method
includes receiving a voltage, modifying the voltage to gener-
ate one of a plurality of output voltages, and providing the
output voltage to a memory device.
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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR PROVIDING
HIGH VOLTAGE TO MEMORY DEVICES

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 13/340,248, filed Dec. 29, 2011, which claims priority
from U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/566,220,
filed Dec. 2, 2011, both of which are incorporated by refer-
ence herein in their entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to memory devices,
and more particularly to, systems and methods for providing
high voltage to memory devices.

2. Description of the Related Art

Previous memory systems use Silicon-Oxide-Nitride-Ox-
ide-Silicon (SONOS) devices as Non-Volatile (NV) storage
elements in the NV EEPROM or Flash Memories. These prior
memory systems rely on the usage of SONOS devices with
thicker gate oxide layers (e.g., 110A) for the high voltage
operations related to programming and erasing of the NV
Flash Macro.

Some prior memory devices have a voltage gate oxide
(Vgox) maximum of 7.3 volts and a junction voltage (Vjunc)
ot 10.5 volts. Other prior memory devices have a maximum
Vgox of 8.1 volts and a Vjunc of 7.6 volts. To make these
memory devices compatible with high voltage levels, these
memory devices had to be laid out as ring transistors.

More recent memory devices have a maximum Vgox of 6.9
volts and a Vjunc of 11.3 volts, while some other memory
devices have a maximum Vgox of 7.7 volts and a Vjunc of
11.3 volts. While the supply voltage levels are decreasing in
newer technologies, the NV memory devices still require
relatively high voltage for NV operations. In other words,
these voltages are still too high to be directly supported by
memory devices with thinner gate oxide thicknesses (e.g.,
gate oxide thicknesses of 55 A) since memory devices with
thinner gate oxide thicknesses can typically only handle low
voltage. For example, memory devices with a gate oxide
thickness of 55 A typically can handle a maximum of 2.5
volts. Thus, prior memory systems do not utilize memory
devices with a gate oxide thickness of 55 A for high voltage
applications.

Furthermore, as the interest for smaller and faster devices
has increased, interest in SONOS device scale down has
increased as well. However, the aforementioned high voltage
signals used on devices with thicker gate oxides may cause
stresses on the devices with thinner gate oxides. Although
additional devices can be employed to mitigate such stresses,
inclusion of such devices may increase costs and complicate
circuit fabrication.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the advantages of the invention will be readily
understood, a more particular description of the invention
briefly described above will be rendered by reference to spe-
cific embodiments that are illustrated in the appended draw-
ings. Understanding that these drawings depict only typical
embodiments of the invention and are not therefore to be
considered to be limiting of its scope, the invention will be
described and explained with additional specificity and detail
through the use of the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of one embodiment of a
two-rail level shifting circuit configured to provide positive
voltage to a memory device and/or system;
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FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of another embodiment of a
two-rail level shifting circuit configured to provide negative
voltage to a memory device and/or system;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of yet another embodiment
of'a two-rail level shifting circuit configured to provide posi-
tive voltage and negative voltage to a memory device and/or
system,

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of one embodiment of a
collapsible power supply circuit;

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of one embodiment of a
dynamically switching circuit for gate voltages;

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of one embodiment of a
protection circuit for transistors;

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of another embodiment of a
protection circuit for transistors; and

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram of one embodiment of a method
for providing voltage from a two-rail level shifting to a
memory device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Reference in the description to “one embodiment” or “an
embodiment” means that a particular feature, structure, or
characteristic described in connection with the embodiment
is included in at least one embodiment of the invention. The
phrase “in one embodiment” located in various places in this
description does not necessarily refer to the same embodi-
ment.

In the following detailed description, for purposes of
explanation, numerous specific details are set forth in order to
provide a thorough understanding of the subject matter of the
present application. It will be evident, however, to one skilled
in the art that the disclosed embodiments, the claimed subject
matter, and their equivalents may be practiced without these
specific details.

The detailed description includes references to the accom-
panying drawings, which form a part of the detailed descrip-
tion. The drawings show illustrations in accordance with
example embodiments. These embodiments, which may also
be referred to herein as “examples,” are described in enough
detail to enable those skilled in the art to practice the embodi-
ments of the claimed subject matter described herein. The
embodiments may be combined, other embodiments may be
utilized, or structural, logical, and electrical changes may be
made without departing from the scope and spirit of the
claimed subject matter. It should be understood that the
embodiments described herein are not intended to limit the
scope of the subject matter but rather to enable one skilled in
the art to practice, make, and/or use the subject matter.

Various embodiments described herein include apparatus
for providing high voltage to a memory device (e.g., a flash
memory device). One apparatus comprises a two-rail level
shifting circuit configured to receive a low voltage input. The
low voltage input may have a first voltage (e.g. Vpwr) or a
second voltage (e.g. Vgnd) that is less than the first voltage.
The two-rail level shifting circuit is configured to have an
output signal that can be at the first voltage or the second
voltage during low voltage operations (e.g. read operations).
The two-rail level shifting circuit is configured to have an
output signal that can be at a third voltage (e.g. VPOS) or a
fourth voltage (e.g. Vo) during high voltage operations (e.g.
erase operations or program operations). Here, the third volt-
age is higher than the first voltage and the fourth voltage is
higher than the second voltage, but less than the third voltage.

Another apparatus comprises a two-rail level shifting cir-
cuit configured to receive a low voltage input. The low voltage
input may have a first voltage (e.g. Vpwr) or a second voltage
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(e.g. Vgnd) that is less than the first voltage. The two-rail level
shifting circuit is configured to have an output signal that can
be at the first voltage or yjr second voltage during low voltage
operations (e.g. read operations). The two-rail level shifting
circuit is configured to have an output signal that can be at a
fifth voltage (e.g. Vhi) or a sixth voltage (e.g. VNEG) during
high voltage operations (e.g. erase operations or program
operations). The fifth voltage is lower than the first voltage,
but higher than the sixth voltage and the sixth voltage is lower
than the second voltage.

Systems for providing high voltage to a memory device are
also provided. One system comprises a low voltage input
configured to receive a first voltage and a two-rail level shift-
ing coupled to the low voltage input. The two-rail level shift-
ing configured to increase the first voltage to a second voltage,
which is a positive voltage, if the first voltage is equal to a
ground potential and to decrease the first voltage to a third
voltage, which is a negative voltage, if the first voltage is
greater than the Vpwr potential. The system is further config-
ured to provide the second voltage or the third voltage to the
memory device when programming and erasing the memory
device.

Other embodiments include methods for providing voltage
from a two-rail level shifting to a memory device. One
method comprises receiving, at the two-rail level shifting, a
first voltage and modifying the first voltage to generate one of
a plurality of output voltages based on the amount of the first
voltage. The method further comprises providing the output
voltage to the memory device when programming and erasing
the memory device.

Turning now to the figures, FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram
of'one embodiment of a two-rail level shifting circuit 100. At
least in the illustrated embodiment, two-rail level shifting
circuit 100 comprises a low voltage input 105 capable of
being coupled to a signal input 25 (e.g., a low voltage signal).
In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, signal input 25 is
configured to comprise values of, for example, O volts and 1.2
volts; however, signal input 25 may comprise any voltage
level depending on the application of two-rail level shifting
circuit 100.

Low voltage input 105 is coupled to a node 110 that is
coupled to an inverter 115. Node 110 is also coupled to an
n-channel metal oxide semiconductor field-effect transistor
(nMOSFET) 120.

To accommodate the high voltage across the gate oxide and
across the drain to source, extended drain devices (e.g.,
nMOSFET 120 and nMOSFET 180) are included in the cir-
cuit. Such extended drain devices include drains that are
extended by a low-doped semiconductor region that depletes
during reverse biasing to thereby allow much of the voltage to
be dropped across the drain area and to reduce the electric
field across a gate oxide to a safe level.

nMOSFET 120 may be any device (including an extended
drain device) capable of supporting the difference between
low input voltage 105 and the top rail supply (VPOS). For
example, if the low input voltage is 0 volts and VPOS is 4.7
volts, nMOSFET 120 should be at least a 5-volt rated device
(ie., 4.7V-0V=4.7V). As such, at least in the illustrated
embodiment, nMOSFET 120 is a 5-volt rated device; how-
ever, nMOSFET 120 may be any voltage rated device
depending on the difference between the low voltage input
and the top rail supply. As illustrated, nMOSFET 120 com-
prises a gate 1210 coupled to node 110, an extended drain
1220, and a source 1230. Extended drain 1220 is coupled to a
node 130 that is coupled to an output 140 (e.g., a “bar output”
or B_out). Source 1230 and node 130 are each coupled to a
low rail supply for a high voltage (HV) latch 150.
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HV latch 150 comprises a pair of gate-to-drain cross-
coupled inventers. Specifically, HV latch 150 comprises a
node 1510 coupled to node 130. Node 1510 is coupled
between the drain of an nMOSFET 1520 and the drain of a
p-channel metal oxide semiconductor field-effect transistor
(pMOSFET) 1530. The gates of nMOSFET 1520 and pMOS-
FET 1530 are coupled to each another and coupled to the
drain of a pMOSFET 1540 and the drain of nMOSFET 1560.

The drain of pMOSFET 1540 is also coupled to a node 155
and the source of pMOSFET 1540 is coupled to the source of
pMOSFET 1530 and to the top rail supply (e.g., VPOS) of
two-rail level shifting circuit 100. Node 155 is coupled to the
drain of an nMOSFET 1560 and a node 160 that is connected
to the output T_out 190 (e.g., a “True_Output™).

The gates of nMOSFET 1560 and pMOSFET 1540 are
coupled to each other and coupled to the drains of pMOSFET
1530 and nMOSFET 1520. The source of nMOSFET 1560 is
coupled to a node 165. Node 165 is coupled to a node 170,
which is coupled to the source of nMOSFET 1520 and source
1230. Node 165 is also coupled to the source of nMOSFET
180. The coupling between node 165 and node 170 forms a
bottom rail supply (e.g., V1o) of two-rail level shifting circuit
100.

As illustrated, nMOSFET 180 comprises a gate 1810
coupled to the output of inverter 115. nMOSFET 180 further
comprises a source 1830 coupled to node 165 and an extended
drain 1820 coupled to node 160, which is coupled to an output
190 (e.g., a “true output” or T_out). ntMOSFET 180 may be
any device (including an extended drain device) capable of
supporting the difference between low input voltage 105 and
the top rail supply (VPOS). For example, if the low input
voltage is 0 volts and VPOS is 4.7 volts, nMOSFET 180
should be atleast a 5-volt rated device (e.g.,4.7V-0V=4.7V).
As such, at least in the illustrated embodiment, nMOSFET
180 is a 5-volt rated device; however, ntMOSFET 180 may be
any voltage rated device depending on the difference between
the low voltage input and the top rail supply.

The top rail supply is coupled to a positive voltage pump
193, which provides VPOS to two-rail level shifting circuit
100 via the top rail supply. Similarly, the bottom rail supply is
coupled to a positive voltage pump 197, which provides Vlo
to two-rail level shifting circuit 100 via the bottom rail supply.

Two-rail level shifting circuit 100 is configured to provide
positive voltage to a memory device and/or system (not
shown). The amount of positive voltage provided to the
memory device and/or system depends on the application of
two-rail level shifting circuit 100 and the amount of voltage
provided to the top rail supply (VPOS) and the bottom rail
supply (Vlo) by positive voltage pump 193 and positive volt-
age pump 197, respectively. That is, two-rail level shifting
circuit 100 may be configured to provide any amount of
and/or range of positive voltage to a memory device and/or
system.

In one embodiment, HV latch 150 is set to desired voltage
values when all of the signals are at low voltage levels (e.g.,
Vlo) when positive voltage pumps 193 and 197 are OFF. That
is, the output of two-rail shifting circuit 100 will follow the
voltages supplied by the top rail supply and the bottom rail
supply, which go to VPOS and Vlo when positive pumps 193
and 197 are ON.

In various embodiments, two-rail level shifting circuit 100
is configured to receive a signal input 25 that can be at the
ground potential voltage, represented by a logic “0” input, or
at a voltage greater than the ground potential voltage, which
may be represented by a logic “1” input. When low voltage
input 105 has a voltage equal to the ground potential voltage
(i.e., a logic O input), output 140 (i.e., B_out) includes a
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voltage output greater than output 190 (i.e., T_out). When low
voltage input 105 has a voltage greater than the ground poten-
tial voltage (i.e., a logic 1 input), output 140 (i.e., B_out)
includes a voltage output that is less than output 190 (i.e.,
T_out). As such, the voltage present on the top rail supply
(i.e., VPOS) and the bottom rail supply (Vlo) will be output at
B_out and T_out depending on the low voltage input.

Notably, B_out and T_out will be complementary outputs.
That is, B_out for a logic 0 input will include the same voltage
as T_out for a logic 1 input. Similarly, T_out for a logic 0
input will include the same voltage as B_out for a logic 1
input.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, two-rail level
shifting circuit 100 is configured to receive either zero volts
(e.g., a ground potential voltage), which may be represented
by alogic “0” input, or a voltage of about 1.2 volts, which may
be represented by a logic “1” input, from signal input 25. In
addition, the top rail supply (i.e., VPOS) is 4.7 volts and the
bottom rail supply (i.e., Vlo) is 1.2 volts. When low voltage
input 105 of two-rail level shifting circuit 100 has a voltage
equal to the ground potential voltage or zero volts (i.e., alogic
0 input), output 140 (i.e., B_out) includes a voltage output of
about 4.7 volts and output 190 (i.e., T_out) includes a voltage
output of about 1.2 volts. When low voltage input 105 of
two-rail level shifting circuit 100 has a voltage greater than
the ground potential voltage or of about 1.2 volts (i.e., a logic
1 input), output 140 (i.e., B_out) includes a voltage output of
about 1.2 volts and output 190 (i.e., T_out) includes a voltage
output of about 4.7 volts.

The following explanation of the operation of two-rail level
shifting circuit 100 may be helpful in better understanding
two-rail level shifting circuit 100. However, the various
embodiments of two-rail level shifting circuit 100 are not
limited to the below explanation.

When the low voltage input to two-rail level shifting circuit
100 is a logic O or at the ground potential (e.g., zero volts) at
node 110, nMOSFET 120 will be “OFF” and the output of
inverter 115 will be a logic 0 (e.g., 1.2 volts), which turns
“ON” nMOSFET 180. When nMOSFET 120 is OFF, B_out
will have a voltage output of 4.7 volts via the top rail supply
(i.e., VPOS). When nMOSFET 180 is ON, which results in
T_out including an output voltage of 1.2 volts from the bot-
tom rail supply (i.e., Vlo).

When the low voltage input to two-rail level shifting circuit
100 is alogic 1 or, as here, is at 1.2 volts, which is greater than
the ground potential (e.g., zero volts) at node 110, nMOSFET
120 will be “ON” and the output of inverter 115 will be a logic
0 (e.g., 0 volts), which turns “OFF” nMOSFET 180. When
nMOSFET 120 is ON, B_out will have a voltage output equal
to Vlo via the bottom rail supply, which in this embodiment,
is at 1.2 volts. When nMOSFET 180 is OFF, T_out includes
an output voltage of 4.7 volts from the top rail supply (i.e.,
VPOS).

With reference now to FIG. 2, FIG. 2 is a schematic dia-
gram of another embodiment of a two-rail level shifting cir-
cuit 200. At least in the illustrated embodiment, two-rail level
shifting circuit 200 comprises a low voltage input 205 capable
of being coupled to a signal input 50 (e.g., a low voltage
signal). In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2, signal input
50 is configured to generate 1.2 volts; however, signal input
50 may supply any voltage depending on the application of
two-rail level shifting circuit 200.

Low voltage input 205 is coupled to a node 210 that is
coupled to an inverter 215. Node 210 is also coupled to a
pMOSFET 220.

To accommodate the high voltage across the gate oxide and
across the drain to source, extended drain devices (e.g.,
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pMOSFET 220 and pMOSFET 280) are included in the cir-
cuit. Such extended drain devices include drains that are
extended by a low-doped semiconductor region that depletes
during reverse biasing to thereby allow much of the voltage to
be dropped across the drain area and to reduce the electric
field across a gate oxide to a safe level.

pMOSFET 220 may be any device (including an extended
drain device) capable of supporting the difference between
low input voltage 205 and the bottom rail supply (VNEG).
For example, if the low input voltage is 1.2 volts and VNEG
is =3.8 volts, pMOSFET 220 should be at least a 5-volt rated
device (i.e., 1.2V-(-3.8V)=4.8V). As such, at least in the
illustrated embodiment, pMOSFET 220 is a 5-volt rated
device; however, pMOSFET 220 may be any voltage rated
device depending on the difference between the low voltage
input and the bottom rail supply. As illustrated, pMOSFET
220 comprises a gate 2210 coupled to node 210, an extended
drain 2220, and a source 2230. Extended drain 2220 is
coupled to a node 230 that is coupled to an output 240 (e.g., a
“bar output” or B_out). Source 2230 and node 230 are each
coupled to a low rail supply for a HV latch 250.

HV latch 250 comprises a pair of gate-to-drain cross-
coupled inventers. Specifically, voltage latch 250 comprises a
node 2510 coupled to node 230. Node 2510 is coupled
between the drain of a pMOSFET 2520 and the drain of an
nMOSFET 2530. The gates of pMOSFET 2520 and nMOS-
FET 2530 are coupled to each another and coupled to the
drain of an nMOSFET 2540 and the drain of nMOSFET
2560.

The drain of nMOSFET 2540 is also coupled to a node 255
and the source of nMOSFET 2540 is coupled to the source of
nMOSFET 2530 and forms a bottom rail supply (e.g., VNEG)
of two-rail level shifting circuit 200. Node 255 is coupled to
the drain of a pMOSFET 2560 and a node 260.

The gates of pMOSFET 2560 and nMOSFET 2540 are
coupled to each other and coupled to the drains of nMOSFET
2530 and pMOSFET 2520. The source of pMOSFET 2560 is
coupled to a node 265. Node 265 is coupled to a node 270,
which is coupled to the source of pMOSFET 2520 and source
2230. Node 265 is also coupled to the source of pMOSFET
280. The coupling between node 265 and node 270 forms a
top rail supply (e.g., Vhi) of two-rail level shifting circuit 200.

As illustrated, pMOSFET 280 comprises a gate 2810
coupled to the output of inverter 215. pMOSFET 280 further
comprises a source 2830 coupled to node 265 and an extended
drain 2820 coupled to node 260, which is coupled to an output
290 (e.g., a “true output” or T_out). pMOSFET 280 may be
any device (including an extended drain device) capable of
supporting the difference between low input voltage 205 and
the bottom rail supply (VNEG). For example, if the low input
voltage is 1.2 volts and VNEG is -3.6 volts, pMOSFET 280
should be at least a 5-volt rated device (e.g., 1.2V-(-3.6V)=
4.8V). As such, at least in the illustrated embodiment, pMOS-
FET 280 is a 5-volt rated device; however, pMOSFET 280
may be any voltage rated device depending on the difference
between the low voltage input and the bottom rail supply.

The bottom rail supply is coupled to a negative voltage
pump 293, which provides VNEG to two-rail level shifting
circuit 200 via the bottom rail supply. Similarly, the top rail
supply is coupled to a negative voltage pump 297, which
provides Vhi to two-rail level shifting circuit 200 via the top
rail supply.

Two-rail level shifting circuit 200 is configured to provide
negatively shifted voltage to a memory device and/or system
(not shown). The amount of negative voltage provided to the
memory device and/or system depends on the application of
two-rail level shifting circuit 200 and the amount of voltage
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provided to the bottom rail supply (VNEG) and the top rail
supply (Vhi) by negative voltage pump 293 and negative
voltage pump 297, respectively. That is, two-rail level shifting
circuit 200 may be configured to provide any amount of
and/or range of negative voltage to a memory device and/or
system.

In one embodiment, HV latch 250 is set to desired voltage
values when all of the signals are at low voltage levels (e.g.,
Vhi) when negative voltage pumps 293 and 297 are OFF. That
is, the output of two-rail shifting circuit 200 will follow the
voltages supplied by the bottom rail supply and the top rail
supply, which go to VNEG and Vhi, respectively.

In various embodiments, two-rail level shifting circuit 200
is configured to receive a ground potential voltage, which
may be represented by a logic “0” input, or a voltage greater
than the ground potential voltage, which may be represented
by alogic “1” input, from signal input 50. When low voltage
input 205 has a voltage equal to the ground potential voltage
(i.e., a logic O input), output 240 (i.e., B_out) includes a
voltage output greater than output 290 (i.e., T_out). When low
voltage input 205 has a voltage greater than the ground poten-
tial voltage (i.e., a logic 1 input), output 240 (i.e., B_out)
includes a voltage output that is less than output 290 (i.e.,
T_out). As such, the voltage present on the bottom rail supply
(i.e., VNEG) and the top rail supply (Vhi) will be output at
B_out and T_out depending on the low voltage input.

Notably, B_out and T_out will be complementary outputs.
That is, B_out for a logic 0 input will include the same voltage
as T_out for a logic 1 input. Similarly, T_out for a logic 0
input will include the same voltage as B_out for a logic 1
input.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2, two-rail level
shifting circuit 200 is configured to receive either zero volts
(e.g., a ground potential voltage), which may be represented
by alogic “0” input, or a voltage of about 1.2 volts, which may
be represented by a logic “1” input, from signal input 50. In
addition, the bottom rail supply (i.e., VNEG) is 3.6 volts and
the top rail supply (i.e., Vhi) is O volts. When low voltage
input 205 of two-rail level shifting circuit 200 has a voltage
equal to the ground potential voltage or zero volts (i.e., alogic
0 input), output 240 (i.e., B_out) includes a voltage output of
about 0 volts and output 290 (i.e., T_out) includes a voltage
output of about -3.6 volts. When low voltage input 205 of
two-rail level shifting circuit 200 has a voltage greater than
the ground potential voltage or of about 1.2 volts (i.e., a logic
1 input), output 240 (i.e., B_out) includes a voltage output of
about —3.6 volts and output 290 (i.e., T_out) includes a volt-
age output of about O volts.

The following explanation of the operation of two-rail level
shifting circuit 200 may be helpful in better understanding
two-rail level shifting circuit 200. However, the various
embodiments of two-rail level shifting circuit 200 are not
limited to the below explanation.

When the low voltage input to two-rail level shifting circuit
200 is at a logic 0 or at the ground potential (e.g., zero volts)
at node 210, pMOSFET 220 will be “ON” and the output of
inverter 215 will be 1.2 volts, which turns “OFF” pMOSFET
280. When pMOSFET 220 is ON, B_out will have a voltage
output of 0 volts via the top rail supply (i.e., Vhi). When
pMOSFET 280 is OFF, T_out includes an output voltage of
-3.6 volts from the bottom rail supply (i.e., VNEG).

When the low voltage input to two-rail level shifting circuit
200is atalogic 1 or, as here, is 1.2 volts, which is greater than
the ground potential (e.g., zero volts) at node 210, pMOSFET
220 will be “OFF” and the output of inverter 215 will be 0
volts, which turns “ON” pMOSFET 280. When pMOSFET
2201is OFF, B_out will have a voltage output of 3.6 volts via

20

30

35

40

45

8

the bottom rail supply (i.e., VNEG). When pMOSFET 280 is
ON, T_out includes an output voltage of 0 volts from the top
rail supply (i.e., Vhi).

With reference now to FIG. 3, FIG. 3 is a schematic dia-
gram of yet another embodiment of a two-rail level shifting
circuit 300, which comprises a substantial portion of two-rail
level shifting circuit 100 and a substantial portion of two-rail
level shifting circuit 200. At least in the illustrated embodi-
ment, two-rail level shifting circuit 300 comprises a low volt-
age input 305 capable of being coupled to a signal input 75
(e.g., a low voltage signal). In the embodiment illustrated in
FIG. 3, signal input 75 is configured to generate 1.2 volts;
however, signal input 75 may generate any voltage depending
on the application of two-rail level shifting circuit 300.

Low voltage input 305 is coupled to a node 310 that is
coupled to an inverter 315. Node 310 is also coupled to an
nMOSFET 120.

To accommodate the high voltage across the gate oxide and
across the drain to source, extended drain devices (e.g.,
nMOSFET 120, nMOSFET 180, pMOSFET 220, pMOSFET
280, pMOSFET 350, and nMOSFET 360) are included in the
circuit. Such extended drain devices include drains that are
extended by a low-doped semiconductor region that depletes
during reverse biasing to thereby allow much of the voltage to
be dropped across the drain area and to reduce the electric
field across a gate oxide to a safe level.

nMOSFET 120 may be any device (including an extended
drain device) capable of supporting the difference between
low input voltage 105 and the positive top rail supply (VPOS).
For example, if the low input voltage is O volts and VPOS is
4.7 volts, nMOSFET 120 should be at least a 5-volt rated
device (i.e., 4.7V-0V=4.7V). As such, at least in the illus-
trated embodiment, nMOSFET 120 is a 5-volt rated device;
however, nMOSFET 120 may be any voltage rated device
depending on the difference between the low voltage input
and the positive top rail supply. As illustrated, nMOSFET 120
comprises a gate 1210 coupled to node 310, an extended drain
1220, and a source 1230. Extended 1220 and source 1230 are
each coupled to a HV latch 150.

HV latch 150 comprises a pair of gate-to-drain cross-
coupled inventers. Specifically, voltage latch 150 comprises a
node 1510 coupled to extended drain 1220. Node 1510 is
coupled between the drain of an nMOSFET 1520 and the
drain of a p-channel metal oxide semiconductor field-effect
transistor (pMOSFET) 1530. The gates of nMOSFET 1520
and pMOSFET 1530 are coupled to each another and coupled
to the drains of a pMOSFET 1540 and nMOSFET 1560.

The drain of pMOSFET 1540 is also coupled to a node 155.
The source of p MOSFET 1540 and the source of pMOSFET
1530 are each coupled to a node 330, which forms a positive
top rail supply (e.g., VPOS) of two-rail level shifting circuit
300. Node 155 is coupled to the drain of an nMOSFET 1560
and a node 160.

The gates of nMOSFET 1560 and pMOSFET 1540 are
coupled to each other and coupled to the drains of pMOSFET
1530 and nMOSFET 1520. The source of nMOSFET 1560 is
coupled to a node 165. Node 165 is coupled to a node 170,
which is coupled to the source of nMOSFET 1520 and source
1230. Node 165 is also coupled to nMOSFET 180. The cou-
pling between node 165 and node 170 forms a positive bottom
rail supply (e.g., Vlo) of two-rail level shifting circuit 300.

As illustrated, nMOSFET 180 comprises a gate 1810
coupled to the output of inverter 315. nMOSFET 180 further
comprises a source 1830 coupled to node 165 and an extended
drain 1820 coupled to node 160, which is coupled to an output
190. nMOSFET 180 may be any device (including an
extended drain device) capable of supporting the difference
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between low input voltage 105 and the positive top rail supply
(VPOS). For example, if the low input voltage is 0 volts and
VPOS is 4.7 volts, nMOSFET 180 should be at least a 5-volt
rated device (e.g., 4.7V-0V=4.7V). As such, at least in the
illustrated embodiment, nMOSFET 180 is a 5-volt rated
device; however, nMOSFET 180 may be any voltage rated
device depending on the difference between the low voltage
input and the positive top rail supply.

Node 310 is also coupled to a pMOSFET 220. pMOSFET
220 may be any device (including an extended drain device)
capable of supporting the difference between low input volt-
age 305 and the negative bottom rail supply (VNEG). For
example, if the low input voltage is 1.2 volts and VNEG is
-3.6 volts, pMOSFET 220 should be at least a 5-volt rated
device (i.e., 1.2V-(-3.6V)=4.8V). As such, at least in the
illustrated embodiment, pMOSFET 220 is a 5-volt rated
device; however, pMOSFET 220 may be any voltage rated
device depending on the difference between the low voltage
input and the negative bottom rail supply. As illustrated,
pMOSFET 220 comprises a gate 2210 coupled to node 310,
an extended drain 2220, and a source 2230. Extended drain
2220 and source 2230 are each coupled to a HV latch 250.

HV latch 250 comprises a pair of gate-to-drain cross-
coupled inventers. Specifically, voltage latch 250 comprises a
node 2510 coupled to extended drain 2220. Node 2510 is
coupled between the drain of a pMOSFET 2520 and the drain
of an nMOSFET 2530. The gates of pMOSFET 2520 and
nMOSFET 2530 are coupled to each another and coupled to
the drain of an nMOSFET 2540 and the drain of pMOSFET
2560.

The drain of nMOSFET 2540 is also coupled to a node 255.
The source of nMOSFET 2540 and the source of nMOSFET
2530 are coupled to a node 340, which forms a negative
bottom rail supply (e.g., VNEG) of two-rail level shifting
circuit 300. Node 255 is coupled to the drain of a pMOSFET
2560 and a node 260.

The gates of pMOSFET 2560 and nMOSFET 2540 are
coupled to each other and coupled to the drains of nMOSFET
2530 and pMOSFET 2520. The source of pMOSFET 2560 is
coupled to a node 265. Node 265 is coupled to a node 270,
which is coupled to the source of pMOSFET 2520 and source
2230. Node 265 is also coupled to pMOSFET 280. The cou-
pling between node 265 and node 270 forms a negative top
rail supply (e.g., Vhi) of two-rail level shifting circuit 300.

As illustrated, pMOSFET 280 comprises a gate 2810
coupled to the output of inverter 315. pMOSFET 280 further
comprises a source 2830 coupled to node 265 and an extended
drain 2820 coupled to node 260, which is coupled to an output
290. pMOSFET 280 may be any device (including an
extended drain device) capable of supporting the difference
between low input voltage 305 and the negative bottom rail
supply (VNEG). For example, if the low input voltage is 1.2
volts and VNEG is -3.6 volts, pMOSFET 280 should be at
least a 5-volt rated device (e.g., 1.2V-(-3.6V)=4.8V). As
such, at leastin the illustrated embodiment, pMOSFET 280 is
a 5-volt rated device; however, pMOSFET 280 may be any
voltage rated device depending on the difference between the
low voltage input and the negative bottom rail supply.

Two-rail level shifting circuit 300 further comprises a
pMOSFET 350 coupled to latch 150 and an output 390 (e.g.,
B_out). As illustrated, pMOSFET 350 comprises a gate 3510
coupled to output 190 of HV latch 150, an extended drain
3520 coupled to output 390, and a source 3530 coupled to
node 330. pMOSFET 350 may be any device (including an
extended drain device) capable of supporting the difference
between the positive top rail supply (VPOS) and the negative
bottom rail supply (VNEG). For example, if VPOS is 4.7 volts
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10
and VNEG is -3.6 volts, pMOSFET 350 should be at least a
9-volt rated device (e.g., 4.7V-(-3.6V)=8.3V). As such, at
least in the illustrated embodiment, pMOSFET 350 is a 9-volt
rated device; however, pMOSFET 350 may be any voltage
rated device depending on the difference between the positive
top rail supply and the negative bottom rail supply.

Furthermore, two-rail level shifting circuit 300 comprises
an nMOSFET 360 coupled to latch 250 and output 390. As
illustrated, nMOSFET 360 comprises a gate 3610 coupled to
output 290, an extended drain 3620 coupled to output 390,
and a source 3630 coupled to node 340. nMOSFET 360 may
be any device (including an extended drain device) capable of
supporting the difference between VPOS and VNEG. For
example, if VPOS is 4.7 volts and VNEG is -3.6 volts,
nMOSFET 360 should be at least a 9-volt rated device (e.g.,
4.7V-(-3.6V)=8.3V). As such, at least in the illustrated
embodiment, nMOSFET 360 is a 9-volt rated device; how-
ever, nMOSFET 360 may be any voltage rated device
depending on the difference between the positive top rail
supply and the negative bottom rail supply.

The positive top rail supply is coupled to a positive voltage
pump 193, which provides VPOS to two-rail level shifting
circuit 300 via the positive top rail supply. Similarly, the
positive bottom rail supply is coupled to a positive voltage
pump 197, which provides Vlo to two-rail level shifting cir-
cuit 300 via the positive bottom rail supply.

Similarly, the negative bottom rail supply is coupled to a
negative voltage pump 293, which provides VNEG to two-
rail level shifting circuit 300 via the negative bottom rail
supply. Furthermore, the negative top rail supply is coupled to
a negative voltage pump 297, which provides Vhi to two-rail
level shifting circuit 300 via the negative top rail supply.

Two-rail level shifting circuit 300 is configured to provide
apositive voltage (VPOS) or a negative voltage (VNEG) to a
memory device and/or system (not shown). The amount of
positive voltage or negative voltage provided to the memory
device and/or system depends on the application of two-rail
level shifting circuit 300 and the amount of voltage provided
to the positive top rail supply (VPOS) and the negative top rail
supply (VNEG), respectively. That is, two-rail level shifting
circuit 300 may be configured to provide any amount of
positive voltage (VPOS) or negative voltage (VNEG) to a
memory device and/or system.

In various embodiments, two-rail level shifting circuit 300
is configured to receive a ground potential voltage, which
may be represented by a logic “0” input, or a voltage greater
than the ground potential voltage, which may be represented
by alogic “1” input, from signal input 75. When low voltage
input 305 has a voltage equal to the ground potential voltage
(i.e., a logic 0 input), output 390 (i.e., B_out) presents a
positive voltage (VPOS) via the positive top rail supply.
When low voltage input 305 has a voltage greater than the
ground potential voltage (i.e., a logic 1 input), output 390
presents a negative voltage (VNEG) via the negative bottom
rail supply.

Notably, two-rail level shifting circuit 300 forms an
inverter block. That is, a logic 0 input will generate a logic 1
output or a positive voltage (VPOS) output. Similarly, a logic
1 input will generate a logic 0 output or a negative voltage
(VNEG) output.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3, two-rail level
shifting circuit 300 is configured to receive either zero volts
(e.g., a ground potential voltage), which may be represented
by alogic “0” input, or a voltage of about 1.2 volts, which may
be represented by a logic “1” input, from signal input 75.

In addition, the positive top rail supply (i.e., VPOS) is 4.7
volts, the positive bottom rail supply (i.e., Vo) is 1.2 volts, the
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negative bottom rail supply (i.e., VNEG) is —3.6 volts, and the
negativetop rail supply (i.e., Vhi) is O volts. When low voltage
input 305 of two-rail level shifting circuit 300 has a voltage
equal to the ground potential voltage or zero volts (i.e., alogic
0 input), output 390 includes a voltage output of about 4.7
volts. When low voltage input 305 of two-rail level shifting
circuit 300 has a voltage greater than the ground potential
voltage or a voltage of about 1.2 volts (i.e., a logic 1 input),
output 390 includes a voltage output of about -3.6 volts.

The following explanation of the operation of two-rail level
shifting circuit 300 may be helpful in better understanding
two-rail level shifting circuit 300. However, the various
embodiments of two-rail level shifting circuit 300 are not
limited to the below explanation.

When the low voltage input to two-rail level shifting circuit
300 is a logic O or at the ground potential (e.g., zero volts) at
node 310, ntMOSFET 120 will be “OFF” and pMOSFET 220
will be “ON” and the output of inverter 315 will be 1.2 volts,
which turns “OFF” pMOSFET 280, while nMOSFET 180 is
ON. When nMOSFET 120 is OFF and nMOSFET 180 is ON,
output 190 will be 1.2 volts, which turns ON pMOSFET 350
such that output 390 (i.e., B_out) includes a voltage of 4.7
volts or VPOS. When pMOSFET 220 is ON and pMOSFET
280 is OFF, output 290 will have a voltage of -3.6 volts,
which results in nMOSFET 360 being OFF.

Here, HV latch 150 is set to the desired logic values (e.g.,
“0” or “17) when all of the signals are at low voltage levels
(e.g., OV or 1.2V) when positive voltage pumps 193 and 197
are OFF. When positive voltage pumps 193 and 197 are ON,
output 190 will follow the voltages supplied by the positive
top rail supply and the positive bottom rail supply.

Alternatively, when the low voltage input to two-rail level
shifting circuit 300 is a logic 1 or at a voltage greater than the
ground potential at node 310, nMOSFET 120 will be ON and
pMOSFET 220 will be OFF and the output of inverter 315
will be 0 volts, which turns OFF nMOSFET 180, while
pMOSFET 280 is ON. When pMOSFET 220 is OFF and
pMOSFET 280 is ON, output 290 will be 0 volts, which turns
ON nMOSFET 360 such that output 390 includes a voltage of
-3.6volts or VNEG. WhennMOSFET 120 is ON and nMOS-
FET 180 is OFF, output 190 will have a voltage of 4.7 volts,
which results in pMOSFET 350 being OFF.

Here, HV latch 250 is also set to the desired logic value
(e.g., “0” or “1”) when all of the signals are at low voltage
levels (e.g., OV or 1.2V) when negative voltage pumps 293
and 297 are OFF. When negative voltage pumps 293 and 297
are ON, output 290 will follow the voltages supplied by the
negative top rail supply and the negative bottom rail supply.

The signals V1o and Vhi act as alternative power supplies in
two-rail level shifting circuit 300 and V1o and Vhi are biasing
a large number of HV switches throughout the circuit. The
two output values for Vhi and Vlo are dependent on the level
of VNEG and VPOS, respectively.

In low voltage mode, the voltages at the output of the
voltage pumps are VPOS=Vpwr and VNEG=Vgnd. Since
HV Gate Oxide (GOX) stress cannot occur under the biases,
Vhi=Vpwr and Vlo=Vgnd. When the pumps are started up,
the outputs VPOS and VNEG start moving towards their HV
voltage levels (e.g., 4.6V and -3.6V). When the voltages
cross a specific voltage level (e.g. +3.0V for VPOS (see FIG.
1) and -2.0V for VNEG (see FIG. 2)), the Vlo value switches
to Vpwr (e.g., 1.2V) and the Vhi value switches to the Vgnd
level (e.g., OV).

With reference now to FIG. 4, FIG. 4 is a schematic dia-
gram of one embodiment of a collapsible power supply circuit
400. At least in the illustrated embodiment, the collapsible
power supply (Vhi) and circuit comprises an inverter 405, an
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inverter 410, and an input signal NOZ for controlling the
output voltage of the collapsible power supply Vhi. Inverter
405 and inverter 410 are independently controlled and are
configured to generate a ctrl_hi signal and a crtlb_hi, respec-
tively, which may be any value and/or range or values depend-
ing on the application of collapsible power supply Vhi.

Collapsible power supply circuit 400 further comprises
output 420 and output 425. Output 420 is coupled to the
source of a pMOSFET 430. The gate of pMOSFET 430 is
coupled to the drain of an nMOSFET 435 and the drain of
pMOSFET 430 is coupled to a node 440 that is coupled to a
node 443.

The gate of nMOSFET 435 is coupled to the input signal
NOZ. The source of ntMOSFET 435 is coupled to a ground
potential (Vgnd).

Node 440 is also coupled to the drain of a pMOSFET 445.
The source of pMOSFET 445 is coupled to the source of a
pMOSFET 450 and the gate of pMOSFET 445 is coupled to
a node 455.

The gate of pMOSFET 450 is coupled to a node 457, which
is coupled to node 443. The drain of pMOSFET 450 is
coupled to a node 459, which is coupled to the drain of a
pMOSFET 460.

The source of pMOSFET 460 is coupled to output 425 and
the gate of pMOSFET 460 is coupled to the drain of an
nMOSFET 465. The gate of nMOSFET 465 is coupled to the
input signal NOZ and the source of nMOSFET 465 is coupled
to the ground potential (Vgnd).

Node 459 is coupled to a node 467, which is coupled to
node 455 and a node 469. Node 469 is also coupled to an
output T_out and the drain of an ntMOSFET 470.

The gate of nMOSFET 470 is coupled to node 457 and the
source of nMOSFET 470 is coupled to the source of an
nMOSFET 475, which forms the bottom rail for the latch
powered by VNEG. The gate of nMOSFET 475 is coupled to
node 455 and the drain of nMOSFET 475 is coupled to a node
477, which is coupled to node 443 and is coupled to an output
B-out.

A benefit of using the Vhi signal as a power supply is that
Vhi is “collapsible” once the voltage threshold values are
reached. Specifically, inverters 405 and 410 have the top rail
supply provided by Vhi.

The following explanation of the operation of collapsible
power supply circuit 400 may be helpful in better understand-
ing collapsible power supply circuit 400. However, the vari-
ous embodiments of collapsible power supply circuit 400 are
not limited to the below explanation.

Inlow voltage mode, Vhi is at the Vpwr level and VNEG at
Vgnd level. The signals ctrl_hi and ctrlb_hi are setting the
latch structure in collapsible power supply circuit 400 to the
desired voltage value.

Inhigh voltage mode, when VNEG drops below the thresh-
old voltage (e.g. -2V) Vhi transitions to vgnd level and the
outputs of both inverters 405 and 410 are either Vgnd or
tri-stated. By having both “ctrl_hi” and “ctrlb_hi” pulled to
Vgnd level, drain voltage stress for pMOSFET 430 and
pMOSFET 460 is avoided.

With one or both outputs tri-stated (depending on the value
of'the “ctrl” signal), the need for the signal “NOZ” is raised,
which is the inverted logic value of Vhi. That is, when Vhi is
equal to a logic 1 (e.g., 1.2 volts), the output signal will be a
logic O (e.g., 0 volts or Vgnd). Alternatively, when Vhi is a
logic 0 (e.g., at Vgnd or O volts), the output signal will be at a
logic 1 (e.g., 1.2 volts or Vpwr).

Specifically, when the ctrl signal is a logic 0, pMOSFET
445 and nMOSFET 470 will each be OFF and pMOSFET 450
and nMOSFET 475 will each be ON. With pMOSFET 445
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and nMOSFET 470 both OFF and pMOSFET 450 and
nMOSFET 475 both ON, the output signal will be a logic 1
signal or a 1.2 volt signal during high voltage modes when
Vhiis at 0 volts. During low voltage modes, when Vhiis at the
Vpwr level (e.g., 1.2 volts), the input signal NOZ is at Vgnd
level (e.g., O volts).

Alternatively, when the ctrl signal is a logic 1, p MOSFET
445 and nMOSFET 470 will each be ON and pMOSFET 450
and nMOSFET 475 will each be OFF. With pMOSFET 445
and nMOSFET 470 both ON and pMOSFET 450 and nMOS-
FET 475 both OFF, NOZ will be a logic 0 signal or a 0 volt
signal in low voltage mode and 1.2 volts during high voltage
mode when Vhi is at the Vgnd level.

While the values of 0 volts, 1.2 volts, 4.7 volts, and -3.6
volts have been used in this example, collapsible power sup-
ply circuit 400 is not limited to these values. Rather, the values
of a logic 0 signal, a logic 1 signal, a Vgnd signal, a Vpwr
signal, a VPOS signal, and a VNEG signal may include other
values for a logic 0 signal, a logic 1 signal, a Vgnd signal, a
Vpwr signal, a VPOS signal, and a VNEG signal as desired
for various applications of collapsible power supply circuit
400.

Turning now to FIG. 5, FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of
one embodiment of a dynamic switching circuit 500 for gate
voltages. Dynamic switching circuit 500 is configured for use
in operations (e.g., Margin Mode) during which signals are
passed to the memory array with a wide range of variation
(e.g. from -2.5V to +2.5V in incremental steps) to ensure
signal integrity and gate oxide protection in MOSFET
devices.

At least in the illustrated embodiment, dynamic switching
circuit 500 comprises a switch 510, a switch 520, a circuit
530, a circuit 540, and a circuit 550. Switch 510 and switch
520 are configured to provide control signals (e.g., PG3 in
switch 510 and PG1 in switch 520) to circuits 530, 540, and
550 based on received digital signals.

Circuit 530 comprises a pMOSFET 5310 including a drain
coupled to a signal VMARGI and a gate coupled to a signal
PG2. The source of pMOSFET 5310 is coupled to a node
5320 that is coupled to an output (VPOS_MARG) and the
drain of a pMOSFET 5330.

The gate of pMOSFET 5330 is coupled to the signal PG1 in
switch 520. The source of pMOSFET 5330 is coupled to the
signal VPOS_G supplying switch 510 and switch 520.

Circuit 540 comprises a pMOSFET 5410 including a
source coupled to the signal VPOS_G that supplies switches
510 and 520. The gate in pMOSFET 5410 is coupled to the
signal PG3 in switch 510 and the drain of pMOSFET 5410 is
coupled to the drain of an ntMOSFET 5420 and forms signal
PG2.

The gate of nMOSFET 5420 is coupled to a signal NG. The
source of nMOSFET 5420 is coupled to a signal VTP.

Circuit 550 comprises an inverter 5510 configured to
receive the control signals vtp_ctrl and vtp_ctrlb and output
the control signals ctrl and ctrlb, respectively. Inverter is also
coupled to a node 5520, which is coupled to an output 5530.
Node 5520 is also coupled to an inverter 5540, which is
coupled to an output 5550.

In Positive Margin Mode, the signal VMARGT has a bias of
0 volts to 2.5 volts controllable by a setting in the VMARGI
generating circuit (not shown). The VMARGI bias is passed
to the VPOS_MARG signal. The control of the gate in
pMOSFET 5310 is accomplished by the signal VTP, which is
less than the VMARG present at the source of pMOSFET
5310. Therefore, in Margin Mode the settings correspond to
0<VMARGI<1.25V (i.e. DAC MSB=0), PG2=VTP=-1.8V,
and VGOX<3.63V and IVGSI>Vth.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

However, the gate bias cannot be present at the gate for the
highest settings (e.g., when VMARG gets close to 2.5V)
because of the stress on the GOX for pMOSFET 5310. Thus,
based on the value of DAC MSB, the bias is switched for VTP.
Specifically, for Positive Margin Mode when the DAC MSB
is equal 1, the VTP is switched to OV (e.g., Vgnd) and
VTP=PG2=0V, with VGOX<3.63V and [VGS|>Vth. By
using biases that are dependent on the VMARG value,
pMOSFET 5310 is ON and protected across the entire range.

Referring to FIG. 6, FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of one
embodiment of a protection circuit 600 for transistors. At
least in the illustrated embodiment, protection circuit 600
comprises a plurality of inputs (e.g., Vhipl, ysel, VNEG_C,
yselb, SETYBBP, and Vgnd).

Vhipl input is coupled to a node 604 that is coupled to a
node 608 and the source of a pMOSFET 612. The gate of
pMOSFET 612 is coupled to ysel input and the drain of
pMOSFET 612 is coupled to a node 616 that is coupled to the
source of a pMOSFET 620.

The drain of pMOSFET 620 is coupled to a node 624. The
gate of pMOSFET 620 is coupled to the gate of a pMOSFET
628, which has a voltage equal to Vgnd.

The drain of pMOSFET 628 is coupled to a node 632 and
the source of pMOSFET 628 is coupled to a node 636 that is
coupled to the drain of an nMOSFET 640. The source of
nMOSFET 640 is coupled to the source of an nMOSFET 644
and includes a voltage equal to Vgnd.

The gate of nMOSFET 644 is coupled to the ysel input.
Also, the drain of ntMOSFET 644 is coupled to node 616.

The gate of nMOSFET 640 is coupled to anode 648 and the
gate of a pMOSFET 652. The drain of pMOSFET 652 is
coupled to node 636 and the source of pMOSFET 652 is
coupled to anode 656, which is coupled to node 608 and to the
source of a pMOSFET 660.

The drain of pMOSFET 660 is coupled to a node 664 that
is coupled to a node 668 and the gate ofa pMOSFET 672. The
source of pMOSFET 672 is coupled to node 608 and the drain
of pMOSFET 672 is coupled to a node 676 that is coupled to
the gate of pMOSFET 660 and node 624.

Protection circuit 600 further comprises a node 680 that is
coupled to the drain of an nMOSFET 682. The source of
nMOSFET 682 is coupled to a node 684 that is coupled to the
VNEG_C input. The gate of nMOSFET 682 is coupled to a
node 686 that is coupled to node 668 and the drain of an
nMOSFET 688.

The gate of nMOSFET 688 is coupled to node 680. The
source of nMOSFET 688 is coupled to a node 690 that is
coupled to node 684.

Node 648 is coupled to the input yselb and to the gate of a
pMOSFET 692. The source of pMOSFET 692 is coupled to
Vpwr and the drain of pMOSFET 692 is coupled to a node
694 that is coupled to a positive output YBBP_ZOK and the
drain of a pMOSFET 696.

The gate of pMOSFET 696 is coupled to the input SET-
YBBP and the source of pMOSFET 696 is coupled to the
drain of an nMOSFET 697. The gate of nMOSFET 697 is
coupled to the input Vgnd and the source of nMOSFET 697 is
coupled to a node 699 that is coupled to node 632 and to a
negative output YBBN_ZOK.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6, the SETYBBP
input is configured to toggle between different voltage levels.
For example, the SETYBBP may toggle between -2Vtp for
“high” settings of a negative voltage pump (e.g., NDAC<4>
or NDAC<3>=1) and VNEG for a “low” setting for the nega-
tive voltage pump (NDAC<4>=NDAC<3>=0). This switch-
ing between the two voltage ranges is performed to avoid
GOX stress on pMOSFET 696.
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Turning now to FIG. 7, FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of
another embodiment of a protection circuit 700 for transis-
tors. At least in the illustrated embodiment, protection circuit
700 comprises a plurality of inputs (e.g., VERS, ldersb, vbl,
YBBP, and LDPRGB).

The VERS input is coupled to the source of a pMOSFET
710. The gate of pMOSFET 710 is coupled to the 1dersb input
and the drain of pMOSFET 710 is coupled to a node 720 the
is coupled to the drain of a pMOSFET 730 and to an output to
a global bit line (GBL).

The gate of pMOSFET 730 is coupled to the LDPRGB
input and the source of pMOSFET 730 is coupled to the drain
ofapMOSFET 740. The gate of pMOSFET 740 is coupled to
the YBBP input and the source of pMOSFET 740 is coupled
to the vbl input.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7, the YBBP input is
configured to toggle between different voltage levels. For
example, the YBBP may toggle between -2V when the vbl
input is passed to the output GBL and Vpwr level when the
path is OFF. The LDPRGB input may be either —Vtp for
“high” settings of the negative voltage pump (i.e. NDAC<4>
or NDAC<3>=1) and VNEG for “low” settings for the nega-
tive voltage pump (NDAC<4>=NDAC<3>=0). This switch-
ing between the two voltage ranges is performed to avoid
GOX stress on pMOSFET 730.

With reference now to FIG. 8, FIG. 8 is a diagram of one
embodiment of a method 800 for providing voltage from a
two-rail level shifting (e.g., two-rail level shifting circuit 100,
two-rail level shifting circuit 200, and two-rail level shifting
circuit 300) to amemory device (e.g., a flash memory device).
The right side of FIG. 8 illustrates positive voltage operations
(e.g., operations for two-rail level shifting circuit 100 and
two-rail level shifting circuit 300), while the left side of FIG.
8 illustrates negative operations (e.g., two-rail level shifting
circuit 200 and two-rail level shifting circuit 300) for a two-
rail shifting circuit.

On the right side of FIG. 8, method 800 comprises receiv-
ing a low voltage input. The low voltage input may have a first
voltage (Vpwr or level 1) or a second voltage (V1o-Vgnd or
level 2) that is less than the first voltage (810).

During low voltage operations (e.g. read operations), the
output signal can be at the first voltage or the second voltage.
During high voltage operations (e.g. erase operations or pro-
gram operations), the output signal can be at a third voltage
(VPOS orlevel 3) or at a fourth voltage (Vo or level 4) (820).
As illustrated in FIG. 8, the third voltage is greater than the
first voltage and the fourth voltage is higher than the second
voltage, but less than the third voltage.

On the left side of FIG. 8, method 800 comprises receiving
a low voltage input. The low voltage input may have a first
voltage (Vhi-Vpwr or level 1) or a second voltage (Vgnd or
level 2) that is less than the first voltage (830).

During low voltage operations (e.g. read operations), the
output signal can be at the first voltage or the second voltage.
During high voltage operations (e.g. erase operations or pro-
gram operations), the output signal can be at a fifth voltage
(Vhi-Vgnd or level 5) or at a sixth voltage (VNEG or level 6)
(840). As illustrated in FIG. 8, the fifth voltage is lower than
the first voltage, but higher than the sixth voltage and the sixth
voltage is lower than the second voltage.

Although the foregoing examples have been described in
some detail for purposes of clarity of understanding, the
invention is not limited to the details provided. There are
many alternative ways of implementing the invention and the
disclosed examples and embodiments are illustrative and not
restrictive.
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What is claimed is:
1. An apparatus, comprising:
a low voltage input to receive a first voltage; and
a two-rail level shifting circuit coupled to the low voltage
input, the two-rail level shifting circuit to one of:
increase the first voltage to a second voltage that is
greater than the first voltage when programming and
erasing a memory device, wherein an amount of the
second voltage is based on an amount of the first
voltage, and

decrease the first voltage to a third voltage that is less
than or equal to a ground potential when program-
ming and erasing the memory device, wherein an
amount of the third voltage is based on an amount of
the first voltage.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the two-rail level
shifting circuit is to increase the first voltage to the second
voltage that is a first positive voltage, the two-rail level shift-
ing circuit further to increase a fourth voltage to a fifth volt-
age, which is a second positive voltage, wherein the first
positive voltage is greater than the second positive voltage.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein:

the first voltage is 1.2 volts;

the fourth voltage is zero volts;

the first positive voltage is 4.7 volts; and

the second positive voltage is 1.2 volts.

4. The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising a shifting
circuit coupled to the two-rail level shifting circuit, the shift-
ing circuit to receive one of the second voltage and the fifth
voltage and utilize the one of the second voltage and the fifth
voltage to protect a gate oxide (GOX) of a device providing
voltage to the memory device.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the two-rail level
shifting circuit is to increase the first voltage, the two-rail
level shifting circuit comprising:

a first node coupled to the low voltage input;

a first n-channel metal oxide semiconductor field-effect
transistor (nMOSFET) comprising a first gate coupled to
the first node, a first source, and a first extended drain;

an inverter comprising an input coupled to the first node
and an output;

a second nMOSFET comprising a second gate coupled to
the output, a second source, and a second extended
drain;

a latch comprising a pair of cross-coupled inverters
coupled to the first source and the second source;

a second node coupled to the first extended drain and the
latch;

a third node coupled to the second extended drain and the
latch;

a complement output coupled to the second node, the
complement output providing the first positive voltage if
the first voltage is equal the ground potential and pro-
viding the second positive voltage if the first voltage is
greater than the ground potential; and

a true output coupled to the third node, the true output
providing the first positive voltage if the first voltage is
greater than the ground potential and providing the sec-
ond positive voltage if the first voltage is equal to the
ground potential, wherein:
the true output is provided to the memory device when

programming and erasing the memory device.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the two-rail level
shifting circuit is to decrease the first voltage to the third
voltage that is a first negative voltage, the two-rail level shift-
ing circuit further to decrease a fourth voltage to a fifth volt-
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age, which is a second negative voltage, wherein the first
negative voltage is less than the second negative voltage.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein:

the first voltage is 1.2 volts;

the first voltage is zero volts;

the first negative voltage is —3.6 volts; and

the second negative voltage is zero volts.

8. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the two-rail level
shifting circuit comprises a collapsible power supply to
decrease the fourth voltage to the fifth voltage.

9. The apparatus of claim 6, further comprising a protection
circuit coupled to the two-rail level shifting circuit, the pro-
tection circuit to receive one of the third voltage and the fifth
voltage and utilize the one of the third voltage and the fifth
voltage to protect a gate oxide (GOX) of a device providing
voltage to the memory device.

10. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein the two-rail level
shifting circuit is to decrease the first voltage, the two-rail
level shifting circuit comprising:

a first node coupled to the low voltage input;

a first p-channel metal oxide semiconductor field-effect
transistor (pMOSFET) comprising a first gate coupled to
the first node, a first source, and a first extended drain;

an inverter comprising an input coupled to the first node
and an output;

a second pMOSFET comprising a second gate coupled to
the output, a second source, and a second extended
drain;

a latch comprising a pair of cross-coupled inverters
coupled to the first source and the second source;

a second node coupled to the first extended drain and the
latch;

a third node coupled to the second extended drain and the
latch;

a complement output coupled to the second node, the
complement output providing the first negative voltage
if the first voltage is equal the ground potential and
providing the second negative voltage if the first voltage
is greater than the ground potential; and

a true output coupled to the third node, the true output
providing the first negative voltage if the first voltage is
greater than the ground potential and providing the sec-
ond negative voltage if the first voltage is equal to the
ground potential, wherein:
the true output is provided to the memory device when

programming and erasing the memory device.
11. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first voltage is in
the range of 0.5 volts to 3 volts.
12. A system, comprising:
a low voltage input to receive a first voltage; and
a two-rail level shifting circuit coupled to the low voltage
input, the two-rail level shifting circuit to:
increase the first voltage to a second voltage, which is a
positive voltage, if the first voltage is equal to a ground
potential,

decrease the first voltage to a third voltage, which is a
negative voltage, if the first voltage is greater than the
ground potential, and

provide one of the second voltage and the third voltage to
a memory device when programming and erasing the
memory device.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the first voltage is in
the range of 0.5 volts to 3 volts, the second voltage is 4.7 volts,
the third voltage is —3.6 volts, and the ground potential is zero
volts.
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14. The system of claim 12, wherein the two-rail level

shifting comprises:

a first node coupled to the low voltage input;

a first n-channel metal oxide semiconductor field-effect
transistor (nMOSFET) comprising a first gate coupled to
the first node, a first source, and a first extended drain;

an inverter comprising an input coupled to the first node
and an output;

a second node coupled to the first output;

a second nMOSFET comprising a second gate coupled to
the second node, a second source, and a second extended
drain;

a first latch comprising a first pair of cross-coupled invert-
ers coupled to the first source, the first extended drain,
the second extended drain, and the second source;

a third node coupled to the second extended drain and the
first latch;

a first p-channel metal oxide semiconductor field-effect
transistor (pMOSFET) comprising a third gate coupled
to the third node, a third source coupled to the first latch,
and a third extended drain;

a second pMOSFET comprising a fourth gate coupled to
the first node, a fourth source, and a fourth extended
drain;

a third pMOSFET comprising a fifth gate coupled to the
second node, a fifth source, and a fifth extended drain;

a second latch comprising a second pair of cross-coupled
inverters coupled to the fourth source, the fourth
extended drain, the fifth extended drain, and the fifth
source;

a fourth node coupled to the fifth extended drain and the
second latch;

a third nMOSFET comprising a sixth gate coupled to the
fourth node, a sixth source coupled to the second latch,
and a sixth extended drain;

a complement output coupled to the third extended drain
and the sixth extended drain, wherein the complement
output provides the positive voltage when the first volt-
age is equal to the ground potential, and wherein the
complement output provides the negative voltage when
the first voltage is greater than the ground potential.

15. The system of claim 14, wherein:

the first extended drain, the second extended drain, the
fourth extended drain, and the fifth extended drain are
each a first type of extended drain;

the third extended drain and the sixth extended drain are
each a second type of extended drain; and

the second type of extended drain is larger than the first
type of extended drain.

16. A method, comprising:

receiving, at the two-rail level shifting circuit, a first volt-
age;

translating, by the two-rail level shifting circuit, the first
voltage to generate one of a plurality of output voltages
based on an amount of the first voltage; and

providing the one of the plurality of output voltages to a
memory device when programming and erasing the
memory device.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein translating the first

voltage comprises:

increasing, by the two-rail level shifting circuit, the first
voltage to a second voltage in response to the first volt-
age being equal to a ground potential; and

decreasing, by the two-rail level shifting circuit, the first
voltage to a third voltage in response the first voltage
being greater than the ground potential.
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18. The method of claim 17, wherein:

increasing the first voltage comprises increasing the first
voltage from O volts to 4.7 volts, which is the second
voltage, when the first voltage is equal to the ground
potential; and

decreasing the first voltage comprises decreasing the first
voltage from 1.2 volts to =3.6 volts, which is the third
voltage, when the first voltage is greater than the ground
potential.

19. The method of claim 16, wherein translating the first

voltage comprises:

increasing, by the two-rail level shifting circuit, the first
voltage to a second voltage in response to the first volt-
age being greater than a ground potential; and

increasing, by the two-rail level shifting circuit, the first
voltage to a third voltage in response to the first voltage
being equal to the ground potential, wherein:
the third voltage is greater than the ground potential, and
the second voltage is greater than the third voltage.

20. The method of claim 16, wherein translating the first

voltage comprises:

decreasing, by the two-rail level shifting circuit, the first
voltage to a ground potential in response to the first
voltage being greater than the ground potential; and

decreasing, by the two-rail level shifting circuit, the first
voltage to a second voltage in response to the first volt-
age being equal to the ground potential, wherein the
second voltage is less than the ground potential.
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